
Know the Risks: 
Poison Exposure 
Data Snapshot

Data* reported from the American Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (2016)**
*   All data has been rounded to the nearest percentage point.
** David D. Gummin, James B. Mowry, Daniel A. Spyker, Daniel E. Brooks, Michael O. Fraser & William Banner (2017): 2016 Annual Report of the American Association 
    of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (NPDS): 34th Annual Report, Clinical Toxicology.
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17%
of exposures 
occur through 
the skin, eyes, 
and lungs.

49%
involve medications
and pharmaceuticals.

Nearly 1% unknown
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of exposures
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a substance.
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poisonhelp.hrsa.gov

To contact your local poison control center, call 1-800-222-1222
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